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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2017 


MOSTLY SUNNY $2.00 
High: 68 

Low: 47 

0% chance 

of rain 


Thursday: PM rain, 68/51 
Friday: AM rain, 66/53 
Saturday: Cloudy, 64/53 
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Credible. Compelling. Complete. 
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STUDENT LOANS 


U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos (center) greet 
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s GSU students (from left) Donte Brown, Amila 


Shake, Jenny Pham and Leila Collins after they took a group photograph during a Georgia State University 
tour and roundtable with students at the GSU Advisement Center on Tuesday. HYOSUB SHIN / HSHIN@AJC.COM 


DeVos vows help with 
financial aid process 


Education chief visits Atlanta, meets with students. 


By Eric Stirgus 
estirgus@ajc.com 


The nation’s top education offi- 
cial came to Georgia State Univer- 
sity’s Atlanta campus Tuesday 
afternoon to tout a new effort to 
accomplish what some might say 
is the impossible: streamlining 
the student financial aid appli- 
cation process. 

U.S. Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos told a group of six Georgia 
State students during a 30-minute 
discussion about plans to create 
a mobile app by fall 2018 for stu- 
dents to apply for aid, enhanc- 
ing cybersecurity to protect per- 
sonal data on financial aid forms 
and finding other ways to make 
filling out the form easier. 

“That would be a game 


INTERSTATE TRAGEDY 


changer,” student Leila Collins 
said of the app. 

“Something like this would be, 
as you said, a game changer,” 
DeVos replied. 

DeVos said she understood the 
frustration many students have 
with the application process, 
citing complaints that students 
may have to use several online 
portals and they’re confused by 
the dozens of repayment plans. 
DeVos noted some students don’t 
fill out the form because they’re 
frustrated about how to fill it out. 

The Free Application for Fed- 
eral Student Aid can be accessed 
online. It can take hours, many 
say, to find the necessary informa- 
tion to fill it out correctly. About 
20 million FAFSA forms are com- 
pleted each year, according to 


the federal government. 

The students told DeVos about 
challenges filling out the forms, 
such as figuring out what tax 
information to include and the 
weeks it frequently takes to cor- 
rect errors students make on the 
application. 

“Tcouldn’t ask my parents for 
help because they had no idea,” 
GSU student Donte Brown said 
regarding tax information on 
the form. 

The students asked DeVos ques- 
tions about technical glitches 
that occur when filling out the 
forms and offered her sugges- 
tions, such as creating a program 
that answers students’ questions 
in real time. 


DeVos continued on A8 


Crash devastates Cobb family 


Latest deadly wreck 
on I-16 kills brothers 
returning to college. 


By Ben Brasch 
ben.brasch@ajc.com 
Ty Tagami 
ttagami@ajc.com 

and Matthew Enfinger 
For the AJC 


Jake Morgan was celebrating 
the end of his Publix shift with a 
Mike’s Hard Strawberry Lemon- 
ade when he saw his teary-eyed 
parents walking toward him. 

They said his best friend and the 
friend’s younger brother, fellow 
Allatoona High graduates, died 
Sunday driving back to college. 

“T just fell to the ground,” Mor- 
gan said Tuesday. “I couldn’t 
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Garrett Harris (left) and Jack “Deacon” Harris (second from left) sit 
with siblings for a family picture. The older brothers died Sundayina 
car crash. COURTESY OF CRYSTAL JOHNSON 


doit.” 

Jack “Deacon” Harris, a 20-year- 
old Georgia Southern Univer- 
sity junior who went by his mid- 
dle name, and 18-year-old fresh- 


IT'S BACK! 


THE ATLANTA FALCONS SUB =r 


Sweet maple-flavored chicken tenders, bacon, 
sriracha mayonnaise, and peach preserves. 
Available for a limited time only. 


publix.com/FalconsSub 


Publix. 


OFFICIAL SUPERMARKET OF THE ATLANTA FALCONS 


man brother Garrett Harris were 
heading back to Statesboro early 
Sunday after Thanksgiving break 


Brothers continued on A12 


TAX OVERHAUL 


Tax bill heads 
toward final 
Senate vote 


Proposal gains support 
as Trump lobbies 
wavering lawmakers. 


By Stephen Ohlemacher 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A key Senate 
committee advanced a sweep- 
ing tax package to the full Sen- 
ate on Tuesday, handing Repub- 
lican leaders a victory as they try 
to pass the nation’s first tax over- 
haul in 31 years. 

The Senate Budget Committee 
voted 12-11 to advance the bill as 
two committee Republicans who 
had said they were considering 
voting against the measure — Bob 
Corker of Tennessee and Ron 


GEORGIA FILM INDUSTRY 


NO DEAL YET 

Democrats back out of a 
planned meeting at the 
White House amid growing 
concern that a legislative 
standoff may provoke a 
government shutdown next 
month. Article, A4 


Johnson of Wisconsin — backed 
the legislation. 

President Donald Trump per- 
sonally lobbied Republican sen- 
ators at the Capitol on Tuesday 
and the bill passed with little fan- 
fare other than a few protesters 
who tried to disrupt the vote. All 


Tax bill continued on A8 


President 
Donald 
Trump with 
Sen. John 
Barrasso, 
R-Wyo., 
chairman of 
the Senate 
Republican 
Policy 
Committee, 
on Tuesday. 
JOSE LUIS 
MAGANA / AP 


Tax plan could boost 
investment in Ga. films 


Isakson seeks to give 
investors more reasons 
to back productions. 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamar.hallerman@ajc.com 


WASHINGTON — Elected officials 
in Georgia have invested hundreds 
of millions of dollars in recent 
years to lure film and television 
productions to the state. 

Now anew federal effort being 
led by Georgia U.S. Sen. Johnny 
Isakson seeks to give industry 
financiers further incentive to 
invest in artistic projects in the 


Peach State and beyond. 

The Republican added language 
to the Senate tax plan approved 
by a committee Tuesday that 
would let investors in film, tele- 
vision and live theater produc- 
tions immediately write off their 
expenditures on their federal tax 
forms the year a project is made. 

Industry experts say the change 
would provide an incentive to 
financiers — those helping to 
underwrite everything from small 
independent films to blockbuster 
franchises — to invest in additional 
projects more quickly since they 


Film industry continued on A6 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
N. Korealaunches 
long-range missile 


The Pentagon said it was 
anintercontinental ballistic 
missile — apparently its 
longest-range test yet. 
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